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WHY AMERICA IS IN

THE WAR

Colonel Sample and Gentlemen :

WHEN I received the invitation to speak here

to-day, I regarded it as an honour of which

any patriotic citizen might well be proud;

and though my official duties are just now pretty

heavy and exigent, I deemed your call a superior

obligation, which I had no choice but to obey. I

come to you, however, not alone from a sense of

patriotic duty. I was delighted with the prospect of

seeing you face to face. I am glad of the oppor-

tunity of saying a word to you on this great national

occasion, which might, perhaps, be an encouragement

to you, and which, in any event, if I do not altogether

fail of my purpose, should convince you of our high

appreciation of your patriotic spirit and your fine devo-

tion to the republic, which to-day, more than ever

before in its history, is the world's best hope of

democracy, justice, and peace.
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Decoration Day

This day is charged with the memory of high and

noble achievement. It is full of gracious tenderness

too, for at this hour all over our country men, women,

and children strew flowers on the graves of the sol-

diers who, half a century ago, fought the great fight

for human liberty. After four bloody years of con-

test, with armies larger than had ever before appeared

on any battle field, after appalling loss of life and

incalculable destruction of property, the cause of

freedom and righteousness triumphed, slavery was

abolished, the Union was saved, and government of

the people, for the people, and by the people, was

firmly re-established in this hemisphere.

This great victory was the germ and promise of

democracy in the other hemisphere also, as we who

look back can to-day recognise. At the time, how-

ever, as in the years that have since followed, it was

not this leavening influence of our democracy on the

powers and empires of the world that attracted most

attention : What sprang to view was a domestic

phenomenon of the most surprising character. Scarcely

had the din of battle subsided, when the opposing

forces of the Civil War found themselves, victors
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and vanquished alike, rejoicing over the issue, fraternis-

ing like brothers (as indeed they were), and vying with

one another in loyalty and devotion to the restored

Union from which the malignant cancer of human

slavery had been so violently and painfully removed.

What a blessed and uplifting spectacle ! At this

moment throughout the North and the South the

children and children's children of the former com-

batants tenderly and lovingly cover their graves with

flowers without stopping to ask or to think whether

those who sleep beneath wore, in the days of their

mortal combat, the grey or the blue,—but instinctively

sure that they were brave Americans who had fought

a good fight and finished their course and kept the

faith.

The World Struggle for Democracy

It seemed as though the last great war for human

liberty had been fought on this planet. And as if to

signSilise the close of an epoch, it claimed its martyr

—

Lincoln, the kindly, patient, wise, far-seeing leader

of democracy, the ardent champion of human ' rights.

But the martyrdom which canonised this unique char-

acter was not meant to hallow a chapter of the past,

but to inspire the great volume of the future of
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democracy. Lincoln is for all time democracy incar-

nate—the rights and liberties of men expressed in

terms of a vital, resonant, and sincere personality. On
this day consecrated to the memory of our most

heroic past, let us invoke that true and faithful spirit

to be our inspiration, our comforter, and our guide.

Gentlemen, the war for democracy and the rights

of man was not ended with our Civil War. It will

continue till all the civilised nations of the globe

have won the right to govern themselves. Our Civil

War is a parable of universal history. The peoples

of many countries are still treated as slaves, whose

destiny their masters control at their own arbitrary

pleasure. Those peoples must be emancipated. That

emancipation is the task of your generation. The

autocracy of kaisers and kings is ending as the auto-

cracy of czars has already ended. Their subjects

will no longer be their chattels. The plain people,

as Lincoln affectionately called them, will take the

business of government into their own hands. God is

tired of kings and kaisers; you will see an end of

their policies of self-aggrandisement, of military

power, of domestic tyranny, of foreign aggression.
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BhI wiii aD dus taken for gnnledL it seens tc - e i

most impressrre and si^nficant pbenoMenon tba£ nee



8 Why America is in the War

Russia should clamour for a just peace, as though war

were an affair of monarchs and autocrats, as, indeed,

it has been. And so free Russia also confirms m.y

thesis that the world's wars in our times are mostly

the creation of autocratic rulers.

The kaisers and potentates who precipitated the

war of 1914 are being hoist with their own petard.

If the Hohenzollerns and Hapsburgs do not follow

the Romanoffs into obscurity, -I venture to predict

that they will never again possess such autocratic

powers, and that the peoples of Germany and Austria-

Hungary will, after the close of the war, take their

government more largely into their own hands. And
just in proportion as the civilised peoples of the earth

come to govern themselves will it be possible to estab-

lish a league to maintain peace, to protect the weaker

nations, and to maintain the rights of all against

attempted aggressions on the part of neighbours grown

rapacious through excess of power.

America Avoiding War

America is in this war, as President Wilson has

declared, to make the world safe for democracy.

Heaven knows we did not desire to take part in the

war. For three and thirty months our people—or the
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majcwrity of our people—did not discern the real

issue. As we look back on those years we must con-

fess that our eyes were blinded so that we could not

see. France had no question, for at the outset her

territory was brutally invaded. England hesitated,

but the treacherous violation of Belgium fixed her

decision. The wanton and ruthless attack on Servia

brought Russia to the defence of the little sister Slav

state in the Balkans. Italy remained neutral for a

year and Rumania still longer. For nearly three

years the United States clung with a kind of desperate

resolution to neutrality. The war seemed far off, in

some ways as remote as another planet. The policy

and tradition of our government was not to intermeddle

in European politics. To this we had adhered since

Washington enjoined it upon us in his farewell

address. Why break with it now? No, this war was

Europe's war. And till the winter of 1917, the vast

majority of the American people entertained no other

view of it. Why ! after the first months of fighting in

1914 sated us with newspaper sensations, only a

small minority of our pec^Ie followed closely the

course of military operations, noted the countries or

regions affected, or made any earnest effort to com-

prehend the meaning or forecast the issue of the great
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conflict. Our very ignorance and comparative indif-

ference to the world-w^ar seemed a proof that it was no

affair of ours.

Then came a change—a change sudden and catas-

trophic. In February and March last, one could see

and feel it coming over our people. It was a

national transformation, deep and for the most part

silent. Fate inexorable stood at our doors. Our

destiny was fixed. America was in the world-con-

flict. President Wilson's message to congress on

April 2—a message of great force and truth and

nobleness—only recorded the march of destiny. For

three and thirty months we had dwelt serenely on the

heights of peace and safety : now we were pushed over

into the abyss.

The Tragedy of Belgium

What wrought the change? Was it the fate of

Belgium—innocent Belgium, which Germany had

covenanted by solemn treaty to protect against inva-

sion, and which Germany herself had invaded, devas-

tating a peaceful and happy country, destroying great

and prosperous industries, ruthlessly murdering men,

women, and children, and grinding under the heel of

remorseless oppression those whom murder and starva-



Why America is in the War II

tion still left amid the ruins they once called their

homes? Was it perhaps the picture of Cardinal

Mercier, that saint, patriot, and hero who led his

people in this terrible time of desolation, oppression,

and affliction, and, restraining his own breaking heart,

comforted them with inspired words drawn from his

own deep faith in God and the divine government of

the nations?

The Appeal of France

Or were we moved by the spectacle of France?

No nobler national spectacle has been witnessed in the

world since Greece twenty-four centuries ago beat back

the tide of Persian invaders. France has been the pro-

tagonist of democracy. France has been the saviour

of the nations. If France had gone down in those

first months when she stood alone, how could Eng-

land—ay, how could America—have escaped the

same fate? French dash and courage were put to

the supreme test at the Marne, as later French endur-

ance was put to the supreme test at Verdun
; and, in

the one terrible ordeal as in the other, France, as if by

superhuman effort, prevailed over forces deemed irre-

sistible and saved the day for humanity. France

fought our fight, though we knew it not at the time.
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And France—this hero and saviour of the nations

—

endures the unutterable agony of seeing her own soil

defiled by the lawless foot of the invader, her cities

burned, her churches and monuments profaned and

destroyed, her smiling provinces converted into desola-

tion, her brave armies decimated on countless battle-

fields, and her non-combatants murdered or enslaved,

her women dishonoured, her children neglected and

starved ;—Great God ! if we had had imaginations to

realise the horrors France was enduring, and eyes to

see the connection of her sufferings with our safety,

our hearts and our judgments would long ago have

brought us to her support in this conflict with auto-

cratic lawlessness and barbarous militarism. iNow

that we have finally entered the war, we must pay to

France the full debt we owe to her sufferings and her

heroism—^sufferings which she endured for us, heroism

which was hers alone.

England's Fight in Our Cause

Has the case of England influenced us in coming

into the war? At the outset, our government, in its

efforts to be neutral, sometimes balanced protests

against German by protests against British invasion

of our rights. But there was always this difference.
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as our government pointed out. If Great Britain vio-

lated any rights guaranteed us under international law,

the damage was always susceptible of adjustment by

arbitration or diplomacy at the close of the war.

Germany on the other hand blocked the freedom of

the seas, destroyed our ships, and murdered our inno-

cent citizens—men, women, and children alike. The

attack on the Lusitania in May, 1915, made a flagrant

issue. But Germany avoided the inevitable crisis

by promising to stop unrestricted submarine war-

fare. That promise she has now broken—broken

when it suited her convenience, as von Bethmann-

Hollweg cynically declared in proclaiming the re-

sumption of the policy of ruthless and unrestricted

submarine warfare.

The work of diplomacy is over. No more shall we
balance England's trifling violations of our rights

against the deep damnation of the crimes Germany has

committed against us. No longer shall we hesitate to

do justice to England's splendid services to the cause

of humanity. No longer shall we blind ourselves to

the fact that England, like France, has been defend-

ing the cause of America. At Ypres and many

another battle field she has poured out like water the

best of her children's blood. In the battle of Jutland
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her victorious navy defended the ports of the United

States and maintained the Monroe doctrine for the

American continents. Her fleets scouring all the

oceans in the hunt for submarines are maintaining the

freedom of the seas, protecting the rights of neutrals,

and vindicating the principles of the maritime law of

nations—causes w^hich from the beginning of its history

our republic has made the cardinal points of all its

diplomacy.

It w^ill do our souls good honestly to confess our

indebtedness to England. In fighting the battle of

humanity she has fought our battle. It was British

naval-strategy joined with French m.ilitary strategy

that saved the world from being overrun by the law-

less and barbarous might of Germany. And when her

continental allies needed reinforcements she created

out of peaceful and peace-loving citizens an army of

five millions of soldiers. As we now go about the

same task we shall profit by the example of England

and rejoice that whatever horrors war may have in

store for us v/e have already witnessed—nay, we

have helped to consummate—the greatest and most

significant event in the history of modern times; I mean

the moral alliance and union of the liberty-loving,
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law-abiding, English-speaking democracies of the

world.

The Appeal of Servia

Were we also influenced by the fate of Servia in

coming into this war? Poor Servia, accused without

proof of a crime against the Austro-Hungarian dynasty

and brutally done to death, I will not say with-

out negotiation or adjudication, but without hearing,

without deliberation, without any pretence of fair con-

sideration. 1 will tell you the real offence of Servia.

She was a free and prosperous democracy, and the

grasping autocracy of Austria-Hungary coveted her

territory. No country in the world more earnestly

desired peace. I know that as a fact, for I had the

honour of discussing Servian policy with the prime minis-

ter, Paschitch, in Belgrade in the summer of 1913.

But Austria-Hungary had even then determined to

attack Servia, as the publication of diplomatic corre-

spondence has since proved to us. And that was a

year before the murder of Franz Ferdinand, which

Austria-Hungary made the excuse for her criminal

aggression of 1914, which precipitated the present

world-conflict.
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The American Decision

Belgium, France, England, Servia, Montenegro,

Italy, Rumania, Poland, and finally free Russia : all,

I believe, conspired by their tragedies and sufferings

to produce a state of mind in the American people

ready for explosion when the next stimulus was

applied. That stimulus was a peculiarly violent one.

In fact it was a double shock. Von Bethmann-HoU-

weg announced the resumption of ruthless submarine

warfare, and Zipimermann's diplomatic dispatches

were intercepted in which he plotted for a joint attack

on the United States by Mexico and Japan. At once

the scales fell from our eyes. Germany had forced

us into the war.

Ruthless Submarine Warfare

Up to this time the nation had been divided. Ger-

many's submarine campaign united us. We did not

want war ; we had put up with rebuffs and insults to

avoid war. But, with the launching of the piratical

and murderous submarines against our commerce and

our citizens and against the commerce and citizens of

every nation of the globe, the American people finally

recognised that in the presence of such terrorism on
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all the seven seas it was impossible for us longer to

avoid the conflict from which we had managed to hold

aloof for three and thirty months. We recognised

that the German submarine warfare if successful

would annihilate our commerce and prevent the busi-

ness and social intercourse with the peoples of other

countries which in the past had contributed so potently

to the wealth, prosperity, and happiness of the people

of the United States. Nor was that the whole

story, nor perhaps even the primary consideration that

unified our people and moved them to war against

Germany. True to that idealism which Bryce recog-

nised as the very soul of the American people, but

which Germans have never been able to discern, we
recognised that the German system of submarine war-

fare if successful would be the destruction of inter-

national law and of the principles of justice, good

faith, and humanity on which the international rela-

tions of the modern world had long rested as on an

immovable foundation. Germany's ruthless submarine

warfare became thus a symbol of arbitrary, uncon-

trolled, naked, and pitiless power. If it succeeded,

the predominance of Germany would be established

not only in Europe but throughout the world. And,

above all, the peace-loving and industrial democracies
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of the world led by the United States would be abso-

lutely at the mercy and under the heel of the triumphant

Prussian autocracy.

United States Aims Unselfish

Nothing could be more unselfish and noble than

the aims and policies of the government and people

of the United States in the present great war. We
desire no annexation of territory, we covet no other

nation's possessions, we demand no indemnities. On
the side of material advantage we neither expect nor

desire to gain anything whatever from this war. When
it is over we shall have sunk billions of dollars with-

out receiving a single dollar in compensation ; when it

is over not one foot of territory will have been added

to our national domain ; when it is over we shall not

have extended our national authority over any other

people, civilised or uncivilised.

And yet we are ready to sacrifice the lives of

thousands and perhaps hundreds of thousands and even

millions of our young men to bring victory to us and

to our allies in this great contest. And these armies

of young men are preparing to go forth bravely and

loyally to battle for the nation's cause.
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' Might and Right

What is this cause? It is no selfish material,

sordid gain. Neither nations nor individuals live by

bread alone, and the highest cause in which it is per-

mitted to mortals to enlist is the defence of the national

honour and the maintenance of justice and righteousness

in the world.

This is a war for right and justice and the estab-

lished principles of the laws of nations. Germany

has thrown all these things to the winds. Germany

holds that moral law and the dictates of humanity

»

while binding on individuals, do not restrain nations,

or, at any rate, do not restrain Germany. The politi-

cal philosophy which has been instilled into the minds

of the German people is that whatever measures may

be deemed necessary for the military success of Ger-

many may be adopted without scruple or hesitation. \

put the matter bluntly, but I think I am guilty of no

misrepresentation when I say that the German govern-

ment does not recognise that any other nations, whether

belligerent or neutral, possess any inherent and inalien-

able rights. Hence Germany backed Austria in

her unjust and outrageous demands on Servia, even

when Servia conceded everything which superior
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strength ruthlessly demanded at her hands. Still

more flagrant is the history of Germany's atrocious

treatment of Belgium. Her criminal conduct towards

her small, weak, and helpless neighbour illuminates as

with infernal fires the German doctrine of the

emancipation of the German state from all considera-

tions of right and duty in relation to other states. Not

only was Belgium not a belligerent in the war, but

Belgium was a neutralised state and neutralised by

the great powers of Europe with Prussia as one of

the signatories. Yet because the German military

authorities thought they could reach Paris a few days

sooner by marching through Belgium, they did not

hesitate to violate the integrity of that nation or to treat

as mere scraps of paper the treaties by which Germany

had voluntarily bound herself to protect Belgium and

to keep her territory intact from war.

The Equal Rights of Nations

One of the reasons why we have enlisted in this

war against Germany is that we believe in the equal

rights of all civilised states and utterly repudiate and

denounce the doctrine and policy that innocent states,

peacefully pursuing their own normal life, may be

destroyed and their territories devastated by ruthless
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military power thundering on its way to ulterior

objects with which these innocent victims can have no

possible concern.

It was a great German philosopher of the eighteenth

century who declared that the fundamental principle of

morality was that the personality of every individual

is entitled to reverence. I do not know whether the

Germans of to-day in their code of individual morality

pay any regard to the teachings of Immanual Kant.

Whether they do or not, they are certainly blind to

the political ideal which civilised peoples and

especially democracies have in modern times come to

realise and accept : I mean the doctrine that each

individual sovereign state must be recognised by every

other as of equal worth and dignity and as having

equal rights with itself. It has been said, and I think

with truth, that in this great world-war Germany is

playing the part of a nation which has run amuck.

The fundamental explanation of her aberrations, of

her repudiation of right and law, of the pitiless and

murderous warfare she has waged, is her refusal to

recognise the equal individuality of other nations and

the limits to conduct set by reciprocal obligations

between them.



22 Why America is in the War

Germonys Policy of Domination

I have said that America is fighting for the equal

rights of civilised states. Looking at the matter from

another point of view^ we may ' say America is fight-

ing against German domination. Germany has pro-

claimed equally in practice and in theory that the

world is her oyster and she will open it. But the

other nations of the world decline the role of remain-

ing mere inert material for absorption or domination by

Germany. Anyone who has followed European

diplomacy since the Franco-Prussian war, and especially

since the twentieth century opened, will be impressed

with the evidence on every side of Germany's inten-

tion to dictate to Europe. Her great military power

inspired fear, and the dread of a general war

generally brought about concessions in her favour. This

is the way in which she aided Austria-Hungary in the

annexation of Bosnia and Herzegovina, and this is the

way in which in 1914 she thought to bring about the

subjection of Servia, thus opening up a road direct

from Berlin through Belgrade to Constantinople and

Bagdad. This time, however, Russia felt her interests

in the Balkans too vital to be ignored, and Germany's

final step in the plan to establish her ascendency in
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mid-Europe precipitated the world-war. The Ger-

man government claims that it endeavoured to

avoid war. And it is probably a general belief

among the German people that the emperor was

in 1914 averse from war. Men and governments must,

however, be judged not by their sayings but by their

actions. And the gravamen of the indictment against

Germany is that even if she wished to avoid war the

one condition on which she was willing to preserve

peace was that she should be allowed to dictate to the

other nations of Europe the conditions on which that

peace could be maintained. The predominance of

Germany in Europe means the predominance of Ger-

many in the world. Once attained, no nation in

Europe, Asia, or America would be immune from

the aggressions of such exorbitant and lawless power.

We Americans have joined in the fight against Ger-

man domination. The issue at stake is, indeed, the

security of our republic, but it is no less the security

of every other nation in the world.

Conditions of Peace

I see that von Bethmann-Hollweg recently refused

to instruct the Reichstag by laying before them the

terms of peace to be demanded by the German
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government. They may think this matter of importance

in Germany, but for us it is not of the slightest con-

sequence. The supreme condition on which the United

States and the European powers who are waging

war against Germany can consent to peace is the

thorough defeat of Germany. She must be compelled

to evacuate north-eastern France, Belgium, and the

other allied territories which her military forces now

occupy. The rectification of the war-map of Europe

in the interest of the allies is the first task to which

they must address themselves, and there can be no

peace worth while until that task has been accom-

plished. War is an appeal to arms. The first busi-

ness of the United States and her European allies is

to overcome the military power of Germany and her

confederates.

The second condition of peace is to put the sub-

marine out of business as an instrumentality of war.

The submarine cannot be used in war without violat-

ing the practices, rules, laws, and principles which

Christian civilisation has slowly and painfully estab-

lished for the restraint of belligerents and the pro-

tection of neutrals and non-combatants in time of

war. No nation is more interested in the preservation

of international law and in the defence of the rights
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of neutrals than the United States of America. We
cannot afford, therefore, to close the war until we

have driven from the ocean the pirate and assassin

submarine.

In this matter the interests of our own national

defence combine and coalesce with the majesty and

inviolability of law, justice, and humanity. Can you

not see at once that if German submarines are to

plow the seas the commerce of the world will be at

the mercy of Germany, and America will be as much

exposed to its depredations as any of the countries of

Europe? Engulfing the merchant vessels and the

travellers of all the nations in a common destruction, the

submarine abrogates the security which our isolation

has hitherto conferred upon us, and leaves the Monroe

doctrine little more than a scrap of paper.

A World Concert of Peace

But there is a third condition of peace which I

desire to mention. In all German pronunciamentos on

the subject of peace you will find the demand for the

security of Germany and guarantees for the future.

By these phrases, however, German statesmen and

writers always mean such annexations of territory, such

rectifications of frontier, such additions of coastline,
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and such monopoly of natural resources as will in

any future contingency make Germany predominant,

not merely over any one nation, but over any com-

bination of European nations. In this programme the

rights and just security of other nations and the guar-

antees to which they are equally entitled are absolutely

ignored. And it would not be unnatural if writers in

some of these countries should advocate by way of

retaliation a similar chopping up of German territory

and a similar appropriation of German resources.

There can, however, be no permanent international

settlement of the present world-contest along these

lines. Germany is, indeed, entitled to security in the

future ; Germany should, indeed, have guarantees ; but

this security and those guarantees are not more

imperative in the case of Germany than they are in the

case of England, France, or the United States. All

civilised nations are equally entitled to immunity from

the horrors of war and the menace of overmastering

power centred in a single state or a group of states.

Is it too much to hope that in this twentieth century of

Christian civilisation the world has now reached a

stage in which, under the rule of reason and of right,

nations, big and small alike, may occupy and use their

own territorial domain safe from the apprehension of
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danger of attack from neighbouring nations? An
international organisation of the nations, and especially

of the democracies of the world, for the permanent

maintenance of peace, law, and justice should be the

culminating condition of the cessation of this colossal

world-conflict. No civilised nation should hereafter

be permitted to wage war without the consent of the

other nations of the world. For war is no longer, as

formerly, a sort of side issue ; it engulfs the entire life

of the world, it exhausts all the forces, physical,

economic, and financial, of the belligerents
;

and, in

consequence of scientific inventions, it controls natural

powers too mighty and too dangerous for use by any

nation which has lost its reason and become the blind

victim of hate and every murderous impulse. War is

too colossal and too perilous a thing for the world

longer to endure. The world, too, is growing demo-

cratic, and democratic nations are industrial and not

militant. Some such organisation as a League to

Enforce Peace must at the close of this great war, in

President Wilson's phrase, henceforth make the world
**

safe for democracy."

Conclusion

Gentlemen, this is the cause to which at the call of
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your country you are dedicating yourselves. There

has been none nobler in the history of nations. It is

worth fighting for, worth dying for. Our republic

cannot endure if Germany wins in this war. For the

German ideals of autocracy, of domination, of ruth-

less force and lawlessness are absolutely incompatible

with the ideals of democracy. The world is at the

parting of the ways. Before us are two sets of ideals,

two policies of government, two plans of international

relations. The one is rooted in arbitrary power, the

other in democracy and the reign of law. Who can

doubt the righteousness of our cause? Who can doubt

that it will triumph? The moral forces of the universe

are behind it. You, young men of America, will

make it prevail.






